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The last Auchenorrhyncha newsletter was dated 1992. Despite the intention that a new one should
appear at least every year, this represents the first communication for four years. This newsletter was
started ... well, a long time ago! Scanning the co-ordinator's comments in the newsletters for other
recording schemes, this does not appear to be untypical. In my defence, I have since moved to a new
post at Sussex University and the new responsibilities which it has brought partly explain the extended
silence.

Silence however does not indicate inactivity. Records have been steadily accumulating and I have
made some good progress in getting them computerized to facilitate speedy retrieval in a variety of
formats. It is particularly pleasing to see that the steady addition of new species to the British list which
was reported in the last newsletter continues unabated; no less than three new species have been added.
Also, I detect a rising trend in requests for data. There is no doubt that the current interest in
'biodiversity' reflected by the various recent government and NGO reports on the subject will generate
an increasing demand for exactly the type of information that the Recording Schemes can provide.

So, apologies to all those who thought the Recording Scheme had dried up completely; far from it.
There has been plenty of activity, as I hope the following pages will show.

Please make a note of my change of address, as follows:

Dr Alan J. A. Stewart
School of Biological Sciences
University of Sussex
Falmer
Brighton
East Sussex BN1 9QG

Tel: 01273 - 606755 (Ext. 2819)
Fax: 01272 - 678433
E-mail: a.j.a.stewart@sussex.ac.uk

_______________________________________________________________________________

THREE NEW SPECIES TO BRITAIN

Eurysa brunnea Melichar
A macropterous female of this delphacid planthopper was collected at Roundhill SSSI near
Westmancote, Worcs on 25th May 1992 by Paul Whitehead, who sent the specimen to me for
identification. The following season, a brachypterous male was caught on 5th July 1993 within the
same general area. Examination of the genitalia of the second specimen confirmed its identity as
Eurysa brunnea Melichar, 1896 (= Eurysa singeri Kupta, 1941), a species new to Britain. E. brunnea
resembles the common E. lineata (Perris) in size, but the body is universally dark brown/black and
therefore the pronotum and scutellum lack the longitudinal light and dark bands that are characteristic
of the latter species. Little is known about the host plants or habitat requirements of E. brunnea. If it
follows the preference of other Eurysa species for occupying the lower levels of vegetation, it may well
have been widely overlooked.
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Elymana kozhevnikovi (Zachvatkin)
I have recently confirmed the identification of a single male of this species, collected in the Tarras
Valley near Newcastleton in Roxburghshire by Dr Jan Woodward. This species is externally
indistinguishable from Elymana sulphurella, which is widespread across Britain. Only the males can be
separated reliably, based on characters of the aedeagus and the pygofer (side of genital segment). A
key and drawings can be found in Part 3 of Ossiannilsson's Fauna Ent. Scand. key. This discovery
raises the interesting possibility that certain male specimens, previously recorded as E. sulphurella, may
turn out, on dissection, to be E. kozhevnikovi. It would be well worth checking old specimens, to see
whether this species has previously been overlooked. Ossiannilsson's description does not indicate a
strong preference for any one habitat type, but its predominantly northern and eastern European
distribution (and the location of this new record) suggest that it is more likely to be found in the
northern (or perhaps upland) parts of Britain.

Balclutha saltuella (Kirschbaum)
This species has recently (September 1993) been recorded in a very unusual location: a small granite
cave on the island of Tresco in the Scilly Isles. The finding is reported in Ashmole & Ashmole (1995).
The authors suggest that its presence in the cave was probably accidental, since it is normally a grass-
feeder. It is distinguished from the common and widespread Balclutha punctata by the relative size of
the head compared to the vertex (smaller ratio in saltuella) and the size and position of the ocelli (larger
and closer to eyes in saltuella).

NEW SPECIES FOR IRELAND

Peter Kirby has sent me the records arising from a collecting visit to Ireland which he made in 1989,
covering 22 sites in Counties Clare, Cork and Kerry. He discovered four species not listed in Michael
de Courcy Williams' Irish checklist published in the same year. These were Eurhadina concinna from
two sites in Co Kerry, numerous Hauptidia maroccana on foxgloves in a conifer plantation in Co Cork,
a single specimen of Idiocerus vitreus on the Burren coast in Co Clare and Sorhoanus xanthoneurus
from two sites in Co Kerry. These and other records of both Auchenorrhyncha and Heteroptera are
summarised in Kirby (1991).

I have also made a recent trip to Ireland in September 1994, concentrating specifically on the
Auchenorrhyncha of grasslands along the western coastal counties of Clare and Galway. This produced
a further two new species to the island both from Co. Galway: Idiocerus rutilans was collected from
Clifden (Grid-ref: L645495) and Cixius remotus from Carna (L787322). Sorhoanus xanthoneurus,
which Peter Kirby had recorded for the first time in 1989, was also recorded at Rinroe Bog in Clare
(R327915) and Cashel in Galway (L818420).

Ireland is still very underworked for this group, so any new records are very useful. Also, there is still
quite a long list of species that would be considered common and widespread in Britain but which have
yet to be recorded from Ireland. Surprising examples include Doratura stylata, Paluda adumbrata,
Recilia coronifera, Rhytistylus proceps, Megophthalmus scabripennis and Zyginidia scutellaris. It
remains to be seen whether these turn up in future or if they are genuinely absent from the island.

OTHER LEAFHOPPER NEWS

Sagatus punctifrons (Fallen) in Cambridgeshire.

Peter Kirby writes:
" In early August 1992, Sarah Lambert and I spent a little time examining osier beds on the Ouse
washes to provide background information for a management strategy for the Washes. The
Auchenorrhyncha were mostly unsurprising. However, on 3 August one quite large osier bed near
Sutton Gault (TL420790), owned by the RSPB, surprised us by producing two female Sagatus
punctifrons. They were taken from different bushes some distance apart. Each was swept from Salix
purpurea, on each occasion about a metre from the ground, despite S. purpurea being a minority
constituent of the bed. The fact of only finding two individuals has no great implications for the total
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population present on the site; the day was very windy, and only a small proportion of the willows on
the site could be sampled satisfactorily. Other Auchenorrhyncha records from the willows (though not
necessarily from Salix purpurea) were Aphrophora alni, Aphrophora salicina, Edwardsiana tersa,
Idiocerus confusus, Idiocerus herrichi, Idiocerus stigmaticalis, Kybos butleri, Macropsis albae,
Macropsis cerea, Macropsis marginata and Macropsis prasina. A smaller osier bed nearby
(TL424796) additionally contained Idiocerus rutilans.
Previous records of S. punctifrons in Britain are from single sites in Surrey and Somerset, both many
years ago. The Cambridgeshire record is thus a fairly dramatic extension of range. The osier bed in
which S. punctifrons was found on the Ouse Washes is of recent origin, apparently planted in the
1970's. There thus remains an element of doubt as to whether S. punctifrons is a native of long standing
in Cambridgeshire or whether it was brought in with the willows used for planting. It has not so far
been possible to ascertain where these willows came from. I actually harbour a vague suspicion that the
Cambridgeshire specimens were sent by higher powers to teach humility to me for being recently bold
enough to suggest that S. punctifrons was most likely to be found in dune slacks in the south-west."

Euscelis venosus Hitherto, this species has been reported from only two localities in Britain:
Aston Rowant in 1967 and 1969 and Headley Warren in 1968. One of my students, Cathy Hawes,
discovered a thriving population at St Catherine's Hill SSSI in Hampshire (SU484274) in 1993, only a
stone's throw from the new M3 extension over Twyford Down .... !

Idiocerus ustulatus Since reporting this species as new to Britain in the last newsletter, I have
recorded it as being quite frequent on white poplars throughout south and east England. Peter Kirby
has sent a record for Browndown in Hampshire and reports records from Oxfordshire collected by John
Campbell. So far, my most northerly record is Northampton (1994) and the most western is Bideford in
Devon (1995). Further records of this distinctive species would be received with interest, particularly
any that extend its northern or western limits.

Placcotettix taeniatifrons Since its rediscovery in 1991 in Bedfordshire (reported in Newsletter No.
14 and Stewart, 1993), Richard Jones has reported it in south-east London in October 1993 and Paul
Whitehead has sent a single specimen caught at Evesham in 1993.

Miscellaneous records Oncodelphax pullulus (Capel Curig, North Wales, Joan Morgan),
Ribautodelphax pungens (Castle Hill, Sussex, Alan Stewart), Ribautodelphax angulosus (Dungeness,
Kent, Peter Kirby), Calligypona reyi (Carmarthenshire, Peter Kirby), Trigonocranus emmeae (Suffolk
coast, John Campbell), Zygina rubrovittata (Hartlebury Common, Worcs, John Price).

_______________________________________________________________________________

FIELD MEETING: NEW FOREST, 3rd AUGUST, 1996

Following a successful Auchenorrhyncha workshop for the British Entomological and Natural History
Society at Dinton Pastures last summer, we have decided to run a one-day field meeting this coming
summer in the New Forest. Michael Salmon who lives nearby will be helping out with his local
knowledge. We will meet at 11.00am in the car park immediately west of Beaulieu Road Station on the
southern side of the B 3056. We have permission to collect in the classic sites of Denny Wood and
Denny Bog. If time permits, we will also try to take in other sites in the vicinity. Although the
emphasis will be on Auchenorrhyncha, anyone interested in other 'small orders' would be very welcome
too. Home telephone numbers for any further details or arrangements are: Alan Stewart, 01273-
476243; Michael Salmon, 01725-513165.

_______________________________________________________________________________
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Planthoppers: their ecology and management, by R.F. Denno & T.J.Perfect. 1993.
Chapman & Hall. ISBN 0-412-02341-5. £65.00

This book is the most up-to-date and comprehensive statement of current knowledge on the
planthoppers (Fulgoromorpha). As the subtitle suggests, it covers both the fundamental ecology of
these insects and the very considerable literature on control and management of the important pest
species. In this sense, it represents a very positive collaboration between a pure ecologist (Bob Denno)
and an applied entomologist (John Perfect). Together, they have drawn together the principal workers
in the field to provide an invaluable synthesis of a very scattered literature that covers studies on both
natural and managed systems.
Most research attention has been concentrated on the Delphacidae, which number about 2,000 species
world-wide. Their economic importance lies in their preference for feeding on members of the grass
family, including some of the world's major crops such as rice, maize, sugarcane and various cereals.
An important but much less extensive literature has developed around species in natural habitats,
reviewed in this book to emphasise a variety of ecological, evolutionary and behavioural aspects of the
group. Although this is principally a text for the research entomologist, there is much to interest the
more general reader. Particularly useful are the ninety pages of references.

Zikaden; kennenlernen und beobachten, by R.Remane & E.Wachmann. 1993. Naturbuch
Verlag. ISBN 3-89440-047-7.
Most entomologists must have experienced the disappointment of laboriously keying out a specimen,
only to find that a picture of the presumed species looks nothing like the whole insect under
examination. Even when using the very best identification keys, it is always reassuring to be able to
compare a specimen with a diagram or picture of a whole insect, to make sure that the overall
appearance fits. However, many keys do not include drawings of whole insects or only of selected
species.
Although the text is in german, this book helps satisfy this need admirably. It is the product of a very
fruitful collaboration between a nature photographer (Wachmann) and one of the most knowledgeable
and respected Auchenorrhyncha specialists in Europe, Professor Reinhard Remane from Marburg in
Germany. It includes colour photographs of over 180 species, a substantial majority of which occur in
Britain. The insects were all photographed live and the colour rendition and sharpness of focus are
stunningly good. Particularly for anyone who is trying to familiarise themselves with the group as a
whole, this book is an almost essential addition to the repertoire of more conventional keys to the
Auchenorrhyncha.
I ordered my copy direct from the publishers in Germany, after having failed to persuade a UK book
shop to try. It costs DM42.00 and can be ordered direct from: Weltbild Verlag GmbH, Steinerne Furt
68-72, 86167 Augsburg, Germany.

_______________________________________________________________________________

NEW MEMBERS OF THE RECORDING SCHEME

Michael B. Bonsall, Department of Biology, Imperial College of Science Technology and Medicine,
Silwood Park, Ascot, Berks, SL5 7PY

Mr David Budworth, 121 Wood Lane, Newhall, Swadlingcote, Derbyshire, DE11 0LX.

Mr Simon Grove, East Mount, Headley Bordon, Hampshire, GU35 8AG.

Mr E.C.M. Haes, 6 Hatch's Hill, Angarrack, Hayle, Cornwall TR27 5HY
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Dr Alvin Helden, 12 Chardstock Close, Hill Barton Road, Exeter EX1 3UP

Dr Michael A. Salmon, Avon Lodge, Woodgreen, Nr. Fordingbridge, Hampshire, SP6 2AU (change of
address).

Dr Roy A. Sanderson, Department of Agricultural & Environmental Science, Faculty of Agriculture &
Biological Sciences, The University, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU.

Mr A. (Tony) Smith, 30 Timberdene, Stapleton, Bristol BS16 1TJ

Dr Jan Woodward, Close House Field Station, Heddon-on-the-Wall, Northumberland NE42 6HS

_______________________________________________________________________________

SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS ON BRITISH AUCHENORRHYNCHA

Ashmole, P. & Ashmole, M. (1995) Arthropod fauna of a cave on Tresco, Isles of Scilly, English
Channel. The Entomologist 114 (2), 79-82.

Brown, V.K., Gibson, C.W.D. & Kathirithamby, J. (1992) Community organisation in leafhoppers.
Oikos 65, 97-106.

Cherrill, A.J. & Rushton, S.P. (1993) The Auchenorrhyncha of an unimproved moorland in northern
England. Ecological Entomology 18, 95-103.

Badmin, J.S. (1992) Host plants of Eupteryx atropunctata (Goeze) (Hem., Cicadellidae). Ent. Mon.
Mag. 128, 62.

Badmin, J.S. (1992) Notes on two Homoptera new to the Isles of Scilly. Ent. Mon. Mag. 128, 62.

Badmin, J.S. (1993/94) The lime leafhopper Pediopsis tiliae (Germar) in Warwickshire. Proceedings
of the Birmingham Natural History Society 27(1), 55-56.

Badmin, J.S. (1994) Insects associated with Greater Tussock Sedge, Carex paniculata L.
(Cyperaceae). Ent. Mon. Mag. 130, 217.

Badmin, J.S. (1994) An ancient woodland site for Pediopsis tiliae (Germar) (Hem., Cicadellidae). Ent.
Mon. Mag. 130, 226.

Badmin, J.S. (1994) Monitoring changes in woodland Auchenorrhyncha following the storm of 1987.
In: Kirby, K.J. & Buckley, S.P. Ecological responses to the 1987 Great Storm in the woods
of south-east England. British Ecological Society Symposium, Wye, 1993. English Nature
Science No. 23.

Badmin, J.S. (1995) A request for records of the froghopper, Cercopis vulnerata. The Entomologist
114, 141.

Badmin, J.S. (1995) An overwintering population of Zygina rubrovittata (Lethierry) (Hem.,
Cicadellidae) in London. Entomologist's Monthly Magazine 131, 151-157.

Gillham, M., Rozeboom, J., Rijk, C. & de Vrijer, P. (1992) Reproductive isolation in Chloriona
planthoppers (Homoptera, Delphacidae). Proceedings of the section Experimental and
Applied Entomology of the Netherlands Entomological Society (N.E.V.), 3, 121-2.
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Kirby, P. (1991) Hemiptera (Heteroptera and Auchenorrhyncha) recorded from south-west Ireland
(Cos. Cork, Kerry and Clare), September 1989. Bulletin of the Irish Biogeographical Society
14 (1), 90-104.

Kirby, P. (1992) Oliarus leporinus (Linnaeus) (Hemiptera: Cixiidae) in Pembrokeshire and
Carmarthenshire, with notes on its ecology. British Journal of Entomology & Natural History
5(4), 182-3.

Kirby, P. (1992) Trigonocranus emmeae Fieber (Hemiptera: Cixiidae) in Northamptonshire. British
Journal of Entomology & Natural History 5(4), 183.

Morris, M.G. (1992) Responses of Auchenorhyncha (Homoptera) to fertiliser and liming treatments at
Park Grass, Rothamsted. Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment 41, 263-283.

Novotny, V. (1994) Relation between temporal persistence of host plants and wing length in
leafhoppers (Hemiptera: Auchenorrhyncha). Ecological Entomology 19, 168-176.

Novotny, V. (1994) Association of polyphagy in leafhoppers (Auchenorrhyncha, Hemiptera) with
unpredictable environments. Oikos 70, 223-232.

Sanderson, R.A. (1992) Diversity and evenness of Hemiptera communities on naturally vegetated
derelict land in North West England. Ecography 15, 154-160.

Sanderson, R.A. (1993) Factors affecting the Hemiptera of naturally colonising derelict land in North
West England. Entomologist 112(1), 10-16.

Stewart, A.J.A. (1993) Placotettix taeniatifrons (Kbm.) (Hem., Cicadellidae) in Bedfordshire.
Entomologist's Monthly Magazine 129, 80.

Stewart, A.J.A. & Lees, D.R. (1996) The colour/pattern polymorphism of Philaenus spumarius (L.)
(Homoptera: Cercopidae) in England and Wales. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal
Society, Series B, 351, 69-89.

Trolle, L. & Ketil, P. (1993) The leafhoppers (Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha) of the Faroe Islands.
Fróðoskaparrit 41. bók. 1994, 107-124.

de Vrijer, P.W.F. (1992) The role of acoustic signals in the reproductive isolation and speciation of
planthoppers (Homoptera, Delphacidae). Proceedings of the section Experimental and
Applied Entomology of the Netherlands Entomological Society (N.E.V.), 3, 110-115.

Whitehead, P.F. (1991) Recent range-extensions of some Auchenorrhyncha. Entomologist's Record
103, 98-99.

_______________________________________________________________________________

OTHER NEWS

Invertebrate recording on RSPB reserves

I have had some correspondence with Matthew Shardlow who is the RSPB's 'Regional Invertebrate
Recording Co-ordinator' for East Anglia. Creation of such regional co-ordinators is a new venture for
RSPB and Matthew is the first appointment to test how well the system might work in other areas of the
country. At present, he is trying to collate all invertebrate records for RSPB reserves in their East
Anglian region (Berney Marshes, Frampton Marshes, Fowlmere, Havergate, Minsmere, Nene Washes,
North Warren, Old Hall Marshes, Snettisham, Ouse Washes, Strumpshaw & Surlingham Marshes,
Stour Wood & Copperas Bay, Wolves Wood, Tetney Marshes, Titchwell Marsh). The information will
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be used to incorporate invertebrates into reserve management plans. In particular, they are keen to be
made aware of any rare species on their reserves, in order to ensure that management work for birds
does not jeopardise the future survival of important invertebrate species.

If you have Auchenorrhyncha records (common or rare species; recent or historical records) for any of
the above RSPB reserves, please send them to me so that I can collate them before sending them on to
Matthew. Sites owned by RSPB represent some of the more important 'jewels in the crown' of British
nature conservation. It is very gratifying to see that a bird protection organisation is taking invertebrate
conservation seriously, so we should all help as much as we can to provide them with the information
that they need.

English Nature's 'Species Recovery Program' on the New Forest Cicada, Cicadetta montana

Cicadas (Family Cicadidae) are a group of Auchenorrhyncha associated primarily with warmer climates
than that experienced in Britain. The only member of the family that occurs in Britain is the so-called

'New Forest Cicada' Cicadetta montana. This has always been an extremely rare insect in Britain and

is the only member of the Auchenorrhyncha to be given Red Data Book 1 status, in recognition of the
fact that it's future in Britain is endangered. There are some historical records for sites in Surrey, but
the only known surviving populations are in the New Forest. Accordingly, English Nature have added
it to their 'Species Recovery Programme', in an attempt to find out more about its habitat requirements
and how best to conserve it. To this extent, the cicada now joins the likes of the Large Blue butterfly,
the Dormouse, the Wart-Biter cricket and Lady's slipper orchid, all of which are receiving priority
conservation attention under this program.

Dr Lena Ward from the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology's Furzebrook Research Station is currently
continuing long-term research on Cicadetta montana initiated by her husband, the late Jim Grant. The
aims of the research are to survey the historical and current sites in an attempt to throw light on the
insect's habitat requirements, to monitor the surviving populations and to suggest a long-term strategy
for habitat management at the sites.

Unfortunately, the New Forest Cicada is not an easy species to study. As in other cicadas, the nymphs
are subterranean, feeding on the roots of trees for several years before emerging as adults. The New
Forest cicada appears to have a seven-year life cycle. Also, and in stark contrast to many of the familiar
cicadas of Mediterranean countries, the 'song' is very faint and high-pitched. In fact, it is inaudible to
most people over the age of 40 ! Dr Ward and her team get around this by using modified bat
detectors, but even then the weather conditions have to be particularly calm and sunny to induce the
insect to call at all. Fortunately, there is one further key to the insect's presence. Before the final moult
to the adult stage, the nymph constructs a very distinctive 'emergence turret' on the ground, made out of
pieces of litter and soil cemented together into a hollow vertical tube. These turrets, and the shed
nymphal skins which remain attached to the twig on which the cicada emerged, provide reliable clues to
the insect's presence at a site.

Anyone wanting to learn more about this fascinating insect might be interested to know that Dr Ward is
giving a talk on the Recovery Programme for this species to the British Entomological and Natural
History Society on Tuesday July 9th at the meeting rooms of the Royal Entomological Society (41
Queens Gate, London SW7). The meeting starts at 6.30pm and is preceded by tea at 6.0pm.

Faroese Auchenorrhyncha

Lars Trolle has sent me an interesting account of the Auchenorrhyncha recorded from the Faroe Islands.
So far, only thirteen species have been recorded, all of which occur and are common in Britain.
Although obviously not within the official ambit of the Recording Scheme, there are some interesting
parallels with the fauna of the islands off Scotland, although the data for these are very sparse. As he
says in his letter, the Faroese are very proud of their leafhoppers, to the extent that they have now
produced a set of four very attractive Faroe Islands stamps depicting leafhoppers. He writes: "in some
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areas, in particular in the 'infield' where there are no sheep, the leafhoppers are very numerous and it
seems strange that until now there has been no name for 'leafhopper' in Faroese, because people must
notice them when they cut hay. So the Museum of Natural History in Torshavn has come up with
froduspretta, and in plural frodusprettur, which literally means 'foam-spitter' and this is what they are
called now".

The four species on the stamps are (clockwise) Anoscopus (=Aphrodes) flavostriatus, Macrosteles
alpinus, Streptanus sordidus and Ulopa reticulata:

Auchenorrhyncha keys free to good home

As a result of failing eyesight, Walter Le Quesne has decided that he can not now continue any work
with the Auchenorrhyncha. Consequently, he has asked me to find good homes for his copies of some
of the continental keys to Auchenorrhyncha. These are Parts I and II of Homopteres: Auchenorhynques
by Ribaut and Volume 7 Parts 1, 2 and 3 of The Auchenorrhyncha of Fennoscandia and Denmark by
Ossiannilsson. Rather than all going to one person, we agreed that these five volumes would be best
shared around. So, if you have a gap in your coverage of these important keys to the group, then let me
know. Obviously, I cannot promise that you will be lucky, but I will at least try to be fair !

"Directory of Research Workers on Homoptera-Auchenorrhyncha": proposed revision

Mike Wilson is currently preparing a revised edition of his very useful Directory of names, addresses
and interests of those active in Auchenorrhyncha research. The last edition appeared in 1981, since
which time there have been a lot of changes! Anyone interested in being added to the list or wishing to
receive a copy in due course should write to: Dr M.R. Wilson, Department of Zoology, National
Museum of Wales, Cardiff CF1 3NP. Tel: 01222 - 397951


